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THE	PROJECT:	“Re-Envisioning	Japan:	Japan	as	
Destination	in	20th	Century	Visual	and	Material	
Culture”	



Tokyo	and	Yokohama	

Asakusa	
Tokyo’s	entertainment	district	

Benten-dori		
main	street,	Yokohama	

Topical	postcards	as	visual	record	of	place,	
Particularly	urban	landscapes,	e.g.	



Global	circulation		
of	objects	and	images	.	.	.	



10	p.m.	16th	Nov.	1905	Kanda	Tokio	J.	
“Dear	Mr	David	R	Wightman	–	I	know	following	fact	now	and	I	hope	you	will	excuse	our	
disrespect.	The	other	day	about	twenty	days	ago,	a	postman	brought	me	some	pictorial	cards	from	
foreign	country	.	.	.	.		New	servant	of	our	house	refused	to	receive	those	cards	for	deficient	postage	
and	sent	back,	when	I	was	absent.	You	will	forgive	me	I	am	sure	when	I	explain	the	reason.	
Your	truly,	YOSHI	TAKAKUBO 	

(1905)	

.	.	.	and	traces	of	personal	encounters	at	a	distance	



Exposition	Universelle	1900	Paris	 St.	Louis	World’s	Fair	1904	

Japan-British	Exhibition	1910	 Panama-California	Exposition	1915	San	Diego	



Y.M.C.A.
(n.d.)

	à	

“For	the	Rights	of	Mankind”	(1917)	
“Today	we	chin	with	China,		

and	faraway	Japan.	.	.	.”	(	1926)	

“Japan’s	mission	
is	to	harmonize	

the	
Civilization	of	the	
East	and	West”	

USA	(	n.d.)	

JAPAN	IN	THE	WORLD	



ーナー
ディ�
�

Japan	conjured	up	as		amusement	park:	Japan	Gardens,	
Wonderland,	Revere	Beach,	Massachusetts	(1906-1911)	



FILMS	
Moving	images	defined	the	20th	century	in	an	unprecedented	way--	

REJ	includes	recuperated	16mm,	Regular	(Standard)	8mm,	Super	8mm	
&	Archival	films	



EDIFICATION	&	INFORMATION:	
General	culture,	history,	language,	social	work,		

US	Occupation	(1945-1952),	US	WW	II	propaganda	



Magazines,	assorted	publications	

1923	

1935	

1916	



Propaganda	and	Postwar	Allied	Occupation	



LEISURE	&	ENTERTAINMENT:	
Advertising,	shopping,	World	Fairs,	Photographs,	
Slides,	Stereographs,	Literature,	Sheet	Music	



Singer	Co.	
promotional	item:	
Popular	
consumption----
product	and	
edification	

Sheet	music:	Orientalist	
fantasy	and	entertainment	

Images,	
objects	not	
of		Japanese	
origin	



RECORDED	SHEET	MUSIC	

YAMA	SAN	(1902)	

http://rej.lib.rochester.edu/viewer/26	



Photographs,	Glass	slides,	
Stereographs	



Advertisements,	entertainment,	children’s	literature	



TOURISM	&	TRAVEL:	
Brochures,	Guide	Books,	Hotels,	Travel	(Air,	Land,	Sea)



Board	of	Tourist	Industry,	
Japanese	Government	Railways	
(n.d.,	c.	late	1930s)	

Nippon	Yusen	Kaisha	(N.Y.	K.	
Shipping	Line)	ephemera	

(n.d.)	

Travel	Brochures,	Postcards:	Railways	and	Shipping	Lines	promotional	material	
touting	Japan	as	a	“two-hemisphere	attraction”	



1906	

1935	
Esperanto	Guide,	Japan	Gov.	Railways	1927	



PEDAGOGY	

	“Tourist	Japan”	
Using	travel	and	tourism	culture	to	illuminate	the		

relationship	between	Japan’s	modernization	processes	
and	identity	formation		



COURSE	OBJECTIVES	

1. Critical	awareness	of	how	tourism,	actual	and	virtual,	and
the	artifacts	that	tourism	and	travel	generate	construct	a
rich	history	of	national	image	and	cultural	identity	in	20th	c
Japan	(both	positive,	e.g.,	tourist	campaigns,	educational
films	and	negative,	e.g.,	WWII	anti-Japanese
propaganda)à	how	has	Japan	defined	itself	and	been
defined	by	others?

2. Studying	Japan’s	past	through	its	visual	and	material
cultureàcritical	analysis	of	the	complex	relationship
between	images/objects	and	people

3. Learning	how	to	use	material	culture	in	historical	research,
and	why	this	approach	is	significantàlearning	practical
skills,	and	practicing	this	hands-on	approach	to	historical
research



“TOURIST	JAPAN”	Student	exhibit	



II. New	Critical	Practices,	Collaboration,	Technology



New	CriOcal	PracOces	in	the	Library	

1. CuraOon
2. Pedagogy
3. Web	Based	PublicaOon



CuraOon	



Pedagogy	



Web	Based	PublicaOon	



Wordpress	
PlaUorm		
• PlaUorm-driven	
database	

• LiYle	aYenOon	to	
metadata	structure		

• “Closed”	curaOon	

Omeka	plaUorm	
• Metadata-driven	
database		

• Metadata	as	a	criOcal	
and	parOcipatory	
pracOce	

• “Open”	curaOon		



Crea&ng Sustainable and Transportable Data 
Model that Supports Humani&es Scholarly 
Prac&ce Both in the Front-End and the Back-
End 

Problems with Wordpress site:

• Difficult to locate the physical files (plaHorm-over

reliance)
• Unstructured data/metadata model




Crea&ng Sustainable and Transportable Data 
Model that Supports Humani&es Scholarly 
Prac&ce Both in the Front-End and the Back-
End


Master	
Archive	

SAN	(Storage	
Access	

Network)	

	DerivaOve	
Archive		

Intermediate/
Staging	
Archive	

PlaUorm	
Archive	
(Omeka)	

PreservaOon	
(Raw	video,	
image,	audio	
files	)	

Web-
friendly	Files	
(jpeg,	mp3,	
mpeg)		

Removable	
files	(Specific	
to	Omeka)	

Omeka	file	
format	
(UUID.jpg)	

Linked	by	consistent	file	directory	structure	



Cura&ng Digi&zed Film Archive 


Custom-built &meline:



• Represen&ng cri&cal intersec&ons between small-

gauge film, tourism, and educa&on through the 
1970s

• Categorized by gauge (16mm, 8mm, Super 8mm)

• Allowing users to see the connec&on between the 

collec&on according to the date when the films are 
created  




III. Future	directions:	Encounters	and	“Routes”



THE	WORLD’S	FAIR	
	IN	A	NUTSHELL	

“A	CENTURY	OF	PROGRESS”	
1933	Chicago	World’s	Fair	

“Encounters:”	comprehending	human		
experience	on	a	granular	level	through		
narratives	of	embodied	by	individual	objects	



CJ. • A.

[Quicktime Movie]



“The World’s Fair in a Nutshell” is an object made for 
the 1933 Chicago World’s Fair (The Century of Progress 
Exposition). Let’s take a closer look at the Nutshell. 





The nutshell is real. 





It opens. 





Tucked inside: a strip of paper, alternating 
images and text on accordion-style folds. 







Photographs of fair locations alternate with descriptive 
captions. On the first fold: the Fair logo, date (1933) and 
theme,  “A Century of Progress.”  





Select locations include administrative buildings   
and re-creations of U.S. historical sites (e.g., “the  
Wigwam” and a log cabin replica of Abraham  
Lincoln’s birthplace). 



These images and descriptions memorialize the past and 
celebrate the future. 





Entertainment called the “Sky Ride” is referred to in the 
future tense—was the Nutshell made before the Fair 
opened? 





The Nutshell appeals to the imagination of the recipient.  
The “Sky Ride” promises high speed rocket cars shooting 
through the air—a novel, delightful experience! 



One Nutshell half has a tag: “The World’s Fair 
in a Nutshell” (aptly named). This half of the shell 
has the brand stamp, “Diamond,” still used today. 







The tag is a mailing label. This also 
suggests the Nutshell might have been  
used to promote the Fair even before it opened. 





Visions of the future and technological progress are key to 
the Nutshell’s rhetoric. “I WILL” is written beneath the 
“Spirit of Chicago;” building captions celebrate the 
simplicity of modern architecture; exhibits focus on 
emerging communication technologies. 





“The World’s Fair in a Nutshell” was made for the 
1933 Chicago World’s Fair (The Century of Progress 
Exposition). It entered the Re-Envisioning Japan 
Research Collection as item 1521 on Sept. 17, 2015. 
Japan was represented at the Fair, but the Nutshell has 
no apparent connection to Japan; its design resembles 
that of an older souvenir in the collection, a postcard for 
the 1911 Exposition de Charleroi Village Japonais. In 
hand, these small objects are compelling. They conceal 
a wealth of information about events that were 
microcosmic distillations of contemporary world views. 



Other encounters:

The	A.C.	Gilbert	Co.	
Atomic	Bomb	

Dexterity	Toy	
c. 1945



Crepe	paper	books	published	by	
T. Hasegawa,	Tokyo

Life	Scenes	of	Japan,	Leo	Marescaux,	1931	



“The	Hanako”	
Japanese	Doll	with	Three	Wigs	



American	Geographical	Society	“Around	the	World	Program,”	1956	
Available	by	mail	subscription	



This	is	Japan	in	Sounds	

Asahi	Sonopresse,	1960	
6	-		331/3	LPs	(sonosheets)	



Nikko	Panorama	Postcard	(n.d.)	



“Routes,”	promoting	an	interdisciplinary
community	of	practice	for	object-based		
scholarship	and	pedagogy	related	to	the		
study	of	Japan,	and	border-crossings	
between	Japan	and	the	rest	of	the	world	

Multimodal	scholarship	accommodating	the		
dynamic	variety	of	human	experience			



THANK	YOU		

New	Omeka	site:	http://rej.lib.rochester.edu/	

Previous	Wordpress	site	hYp://humaniOes.lib.rochester.edu/rej/	

Questions? joanne.bernardi@rochester.edu, 
ndimmock@library.rochester.edu, izulkarn@ur.rochester.edu




