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Goals and Challenges 





7 SISTERS      INSTITUTIONS 
•  Barnard College 
•  Bryn Mawr College 
•  Mount Holyoke College 
•  Smith College 
•  Vassar College 
•  Wellesley College 
•  Radcliffe College – now 

Schlesinger Library, Harvard 
University 



GOALS •  Bring together letters, diaries 
and scrapbooks of first 
generations of women to 
attend college. 

•  Create a collaborative, subject-
specific digital site to 
encourage research and 
teaching in the field.   



Background •  Discussions in 2012 & 2013 

•  NEH Planning Grant, 
2014-2015 

Created pilot site with 300 
digital objects 

•  NEH Implementation Grant, 
Spring 2016   

 



Challenges 1 
 
Technology 

•  Technology 

–  Adapting existing 
technology 

–  Working with different 
systems and expertise at 
multiple institutions   

 



Challenges 2 
 
Usability 

•  How do people find what they 
want? 

–  Hottest topics rare 

–  Important topics difficult to 
index without 
overwhelming 

–  Blog posts as guides 

 



Challenges 3 
 
Building 
interest 

•  Will anyone use it? 

–  Publicity 

–  Scholars advisory board 

–  Blog posts about teaching 
& research uses 

 



Challenges 4 
 
Sustainability 

•  How will we maintain the site 
when the grant funding ends? 

–  Making the case to our 
institutions 

–  Constituencies: Faculty, 
Alumnae 



Challenges 5 
 
Governance 

•  How is a collaborative site 
managed? 

–  Coordinating Committee 

–  Task committees 

–  Communications! 



Challenges 6 
 
Expansion 

•  Is this just for the 7 Sisters?
  

–  Many other women’s 
colleges 

–  Group committed to 
expansion once the site is 
in shape. 



Technology Aspects 



Portals 1.  The items are stored in a local 
repository. 

2.  On a “regular” basis… 

a.  Records get pushed to the 
portal - OR -  

b.  The portal goes to the 
repository to get the records. 

Students Take a Drive, ca. 1940s, Mount Holyoke Archives and 
Special Collections 





Drupal overview 

From http://www.webgeometrics.com/drupal-basic-architecture/ 

Using:  
●  Fields + CCK 
●  Drupal Views 
●  Feeds 



 
  CSV file →  
 
  Feeds → 
 
  Theme  
  selection → 
 
  Browsing  



Challenges 
What items go to the portal? 

What context do we gain / lose? 

What metadata do we gain / lose? 

Letter from Amelia A. Hall to her mother, 1880, Wellesley College Archives 



Technology Aspects:  
Meeting Challenges 



Aggregating metadata 

Themes - provide broad aggregation 

How do they get there? 

Subjects - variety of terms 

How can local practice be honored? 

Limiting records (number, datastream) 

Transcriptions and metadata quantities 

 
Interior view of Fay House, ca. 1890s, Radcliffe College Archives, Schlesinger Library, Radcliffe Institute, Harvard University 

  What items go to the portal?  
  What context do we gain / lose? 
  What metadata do we gain / lose? 



Our roadmap Improve OAI-PMH harvesting module 
for Drupal to accept QDC. 

Better harvesting mechanisms 
(REPOX?) 

Work carefully on metadata 
improvements. 

Robust records (transcriptions, 
descriptions). 

Better search experience. 
Correspondence from Mary Byrd Wells (class of 1897) to Lola 
Maverick (class of 1897), July 20, 1900, Smith College 



Blog 

●  Focus on analysis, 
writing (rather than 
metadata) 

●  Create content for 
contextualizing items 

●  Allow a variety of voices 
to contribute 

Greek Games, 1929, Barnard College Archives and Special 
Collections 



Classroom, Research, and Beyond 



Potential Educational Uses for College Women 
Archive as subject 

Archive as dataset 



The Contested Body of the College Woman 

“...the physical exam we had to do 
everything from catching baseballs 
thrown from a machine in different 
directions, to jumping hurdles, 
throwing baseball, a basketball, 
and climbing monkey fashion to 
test the strength of our arms. Which 
I passed.” 
--Letter from Virginia V. Westervelt,1933-09-23, 
Wellesley, Ma., to Mother My Love (Wellesley) 
  

"It remains to show how an elaborate 
intellectual training may be given women 
without affecting injuriously any of their 
bodily powers and functions.”  
--Charles Eliot, Inaugural Address for President 
Caroline Hazard, Wellesley College, October 
1899. 

bethseltzer.info/collegewomen, @beth_seltzer 



bethseltzer.info/collegewomen, @beth_seltzer 



Archive as Dataset for Digital Scholarship 

LP 1: Data Management for Digital 
Scholarship 

LP 2: Introduction to Pivot Tables 

bethseltzer.info/collegewomen, @beth_seltzer 



LP 3: Data Analysis 

bethseltzer.info/collegewomen, @beth_seltzer 



Thank you! 
http://www.collegewomen.org/  

http://collegewomen.org/technical-docs 
https://github.com/BarnardArchives/brynmawr-collegewomen-drupal 


